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Award-winning Estate Manager boosts Trust’s
Historic environment and buildings team

Chartered Surveyor and winner of the WeAreTheCity Rising Star of the Year award,
Jessica Hopkins, has joined Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust as Estate Manager.
Jessica, 25, is responsible for ensuring the 100 commercial and 120 residential
properties, at the 80-acre mixed-use heritage site, are managed and maintained in
line with the Trust’s charitable purpose of preservation.

As part of the Historic Environment and Buildings team, Jessica will oversee the
provision of day-to-day property management and related professional services
across the estate, while maintaining a balanced ecology of uses.
A longstanding member of the CBRE Women’s Network Board, who previously
chaired the CBRE Valuation Junior Committee, Jessica said: “I am fascinated by the
beauty and history of the Historic Dockyard’s buildings. I am determined to uphold
the unique character of our heritage environment while generating new income
streams to secure future use and re-use for generations to come.
“The low turnover of both tenants and business owners is testament to how
committed the Trust is to ensuring heritage buildings work in the modern world, by
way of balanced and appropriate re-use.”

The Dockyard boasts 47 Scheduled Ancient Monuments and 54 Listed Buildings,
including a working Victorian Ropery and covered building and dry docks. Jessica is

looking forward to being part of a working group for the conversion of a Grade II
listed Police Section House into a 21st Century international creative digital hub.
When complete, ‘The Docking Station’ will provide cutting edge technologies,
performance and training opportunities for the community.

Jessica joins the Trust from CBRE Global Investors, where she was an Asset
Manager within the International Capital Asset Management team, after joining the
first intake of the CBRE Apprenticeship Scheme in 2013.

Keen hockey player, Jessica graduated from Kingston University with a First-Class
Honours in BSc Real Estate Management and has a wealth of industry experience.
While at CBRE, Jessica worked as a Property Manager and Leasing Agent for the
West End real estate investment trust Shaftesbury PLC. Jessica focused on the
management of the Seven Dials Estate project, in the conservation area of Soho,
where many of the buildings are Listed and date back to the 17th century.
Jessica reflected: “I thoroughly enjoyed focusing on the public realm and preserving
and improving the area for everybody who used it - I thrive on the challenge of
managing a mixed commercial and residential portfolio through sympathetic
preservation of heritage assets and best practice.”

WeAreTheCity is a centralised hub for professional women who want to progress in
their careers, enhance their skills and build their external networks. It has over
120,000 professional female members and helps corporate companies to retain and
develop their female talent.
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MORE PRESS INFORMATION
Please contact Nina Carr on 07870 605122 or email ncarr@chdt.org.uk for
further information

Notes to Editors
About Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust
The Historic Dockyard Chatham has over 100 buildings and structures, including 47
Scheduled Ancient Monuments. The site is in the stewardship of the independent
charity, Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust (No. 292101).
The Trust’s dual objectives of education and preservation are achieved by a strategy
of preservation through reuse. Some of the buildings are open to visitors; others are
occupied by residential tenants, businesses, and faculties of the University of Kent.
As a fully accredited museum, the Trust collects, preserves, researches and exhibits
objects and materials connected with the history of the dockyard and its people. It
studies the development of Royal Navy warship design, construction and the use of
the River Medway by the Royal Navy. The Historic Dockyard Chatham presents
unrivalled status as the most complete and best-preserved dockyard of the Age of
Sail anywhere in the world. It immerses audiences in a mighty feat of preservation,
innovation education and heritage. It offers access to the ships that shaped the
world, from a Victorian antislavery sailing ship, to a Second World War Destroyer
and a Cold War submarine as well as the stories of the people who made them.
From historic buildings, including the Commissioner’s House and officers’ quarters to
the remarkable Victorian ropery, where the rigging for HMS Victory was made, to its
collection of maritime archaeology, the Dockyard forms an indispensable part of
Britain’s naval history and its national heritage.
Visitors to and users of The Historic Dockyard Chatham are fundamental to its
purpose and the economic reuse of the site and its buildings. Its staff and volunteers
play a vital role in providing a high level of service and customer care. The Trust is
also involved in the ongoing regeneration of Medway and The Thames Gateway,
with Culture and Heritage at its heart.
As part of the Trust’s strategy of “Preservation through re-use” recent projects have
secured the long-term financial sustainability (on a revenue basis) of the wider
Historic Dockyard site. The economic outputs from the new uses of the recently
opened Fitted Rigging House as well as other activities across the site will bring the
total annual contribution made to Medway’s economy to £26.3m in 2019, building on
the 2012 estimate of £16m (64% growth).

