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On behalf of Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust, welcome to our Carol 
Service. This Service is held in the Royal Dockyard Church which is 
now used by the University of Kent’s Business School as a lecture 
theatre, keeping a Grade II listing building in active use. Built around 
1808, the Church was used by Dockyard workers as well as Sailors 
and Marines that came to the port.  We hope you enjoy your evening 
with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
The service is sung by the Rochester Cathedral Voluntary Choir with 
music by Jubilate Brass.  
 
 
The service is led by the Reverend Canon Dr Gordon Giles, Canon 
Chancellor of Rochester Cathedral 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please do not take photographs, 

sound or video recordings during the service. 
 

 

 
Copyright words and music for the musical items are reproduced under  

Christian Copyright Licence number 31535, 
CCLI Music Reproduction Licence number 903106 and Calamus Licence number 1019. 

Material from Common Worship which is included in this service is copyright: 
© The Archbishops Council, 2000 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
All stand as the choir sings 
 
Carol 
 
Choir 1 Once in royal David’s city 

   Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
   Where a mother laid her baby 
   In a manger for his bed: 
   Mary was that mother mild, 
   Jesus Christ her little Child. 

 
All 2 He came down to earth from heaven 

   Who is God and Lord of all, 
   And his shelter was a stable, 
   And his cradle was a stall; 
   With the poor and mean and lowly 
   Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
3 And our eyes at last shall see him 
   Through his own redeeming love, 
   For that Child so dear and gentle 
   Is our Lord in heaven above; 
   And he leads his children on 
   To the place where he is gone. 
 
4 Not in that poor lowly stable, 
   With the oxen standing by, 
   We shall see him; but in heaven, 
   Set at God's right hand on high; 
   Where like stars  
      his children crowned 
   All in white shall wait around. 

 
 

Irby ~ H.J. Gauntlett (1805-1876) Mrs Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 

 
Remain standing 
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The Bidding Prayer 
leading into 
 

Our Father, 
All who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

May the almighty God bless us with his grace; 
Christ give us the joys of everlasting life, 
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above 
may the King of angels bring us all. 

All Amen. 
 
 
Sit 
 
 
Jubilate Brass: Sheep may safely graze ~ J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 
The First Lesson: Genesis 3.8-15 
read by Mrs Jess Hopkins, Estates Manager, Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust 
 

God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman shall bruise the 
serpent's head 
 
 
Stand 
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Carol 
 

 God rest you merry, gentlemen, 
 Let nothing you dismay, 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour  
 Was born on Christmas day, 
To save us all from Satan's power 
 When we were gone astray: 
  O tidings of comfort and joy. 
      comfort and joy! 
  O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 

From God our heavenly Father 
 A blessed angel came, 
And unto certain shepherds 
 Brought tidings of the same, 
How that in Bethlehem was born 
 The Son of God by name: 
 

The shepherds at those tidings 
 Rejoicèd much in mind, 
And left their flocks a-feeding, 
 In tempest, storm and wind, 
And went to Bethlehem straightway 
 This blessèd babe to find: 
 

 But when to Bethlehem they came, 
 Whereat this infant lay, 
They found him in a manger, 
 Where oxen feed on hay; 
His mother Mary kneeling, 
 Unto the Lord did pray: 
 

 Now to the Lord sing praises, 
 All you within this place, 
And with true love and brotherhood 
 Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas 
 All others doth deface: 
  O tidings of comfort and joy. 
      comfort and joy! 
  O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 
 

God Rest You Merry ~ London Carol Melody arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015) English Traditional 
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Sit 
 
The Second Lesson: Genesis 22.15-18 
read by Miss Olivia Horner, Head of Visitor Enterprises, Chatham Historic 
Dockyard Trust 
 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth 
be blessed 
 

 
Choir: This is the truth sent from above – Vaughan-Williams (1872-1958) 
 

 
The Third Lesson: Isaiah 9.2, 6-7 
read by Miss Chloe Wilson, Visitor Enterprises Sales Manager, Chatham 
Historic Dockyard Trust 
 

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah 
 

Stand 
 
Carol 
 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
   That glorious song of old, 
   From angels bending near the earth 
   To touch their harps of gold: 
   ‘Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
   From heaven's all-gracious King!’ 
   The world in solemn stillness lay 
   To hear the angels sing. 
 

2 Still through the  
      cloven skies they come, 
   With peaceful wings unfurled; 
   And still their heavenly music floats 
   O'er all the weary world: 
   Above its sad and lowly plains 
   They bend on hovering wing: 
   And ever o'er its Babel-sounds 
   The blessed angels sing. 

 

Noel ~ Traditional English Melody Edmund H. Sears (1810-1876) 
arr. Arthur Sullivan (1842-1900) 

3 Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
   The world has suffered long; 
   Beneath the angel-strain have rolled 
   Two thousand years of wrong; 
   And man, at war with man, hears not 
   The love-song which they bring: 
   O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 
   And hear the angels sing. 
 

4 For lo, the days are hastening on, 
   By prophet-bards foretold, 
   When, with the ever-circling years, 
   Comes round the age of gold; 
   When peace shall over all the earth 
   Its ancient splendours fling, 
   And the whole world  
      give back the song 
   Which now the angels sing. 
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Sit 
 
 
Fourth Reading: Micah 5.2-5 
Read By: Mr Nigel Howard, Director of The Historic Environment and Buildings, 
Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust 
 

The glory of Bethlehem is foretold 
 
 
Jubilate Brass: The Christmas Song ~ Mel Torme and Robert Wells 
 
 
The Fifth Lesson: Luke 1.26-38 
read by Miss Anna Marie Idle, Visitor Enterprises Hospitality Manager, 
Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust 
 

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
 
Stand  
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Carol 
 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
   how still we see thee lie! 
   above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
   the silent stars go by. 
   Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
   the everlasting Light; 
   the hopes and fears of all the years 
   are met in thee to-night. 
 

2 O morning stars, together 
   proclaim the holy birth, 
   and praises sing to God the King, 
   and peace to men on earth; 
   For Christ is born of Mary; 
   and, gathered all above, 
   while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
   their watch of wondering love. 

 

Forest Green ~ English Traditional Melody Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) 
arr R Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) descant Thomas Armstrong (1898-1994) 

 
 
Sit 
 
 
The Sixth Lesson: Matthew 1.18-23 
read by Mr Richard Morsley, Chief Executive, Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust 
 

St Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus 
 
 
Choir: All this time – William Walton (1902-1983) 
 
 
The Seventh Lesson: Luke 2.8-16 
read by Mr Paul Barnard, Chief Operating Officer, Chatham Historic Dockyard 
Trust 
 

The shepherds go to the manger 
 

3 How silently, how silently, 
   the wondrous gift is given! 
   so God imparts to human hearts 
   the blessings of his heaven. 
   No ear may hear his coming;  
   but in this world of sin, 
   where meek souls will receive him, still 
   the dear Christ enters in. 
 

4 O holy child of Bethlehem, 
   descend to us, we pray; 
   cast out our sin, and enter in: 
   Be born in us today. 
   We hear the Christmas angels 
   the great glad tidings tell: 
   O come to us, abide with us, 
   our Lord Emmanuel. 
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Stand 
 
 
Carol 
 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
 All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, 
 And glory shone around. 
 

"Fear not," said he (for mighty dread 
 Had seized their troubled mind); 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
 To you and all mankind." 
 

"To you in David's town this day 
 Is born of David's line 
A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 
 And this shall be the sign:" 
 

"The heavenly babe you there shall find 
 To human view displayed, 
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
 And in a manger laid." 
 

Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 
 Appeared a shining throng 
Of angels praising God, who thus 
 Addressed their joyful song: 
 

"All glory be to God on high, 
 And to the earth be peace; 
Good will henceforth from heaven to men 
 Begin and never cease." 

 
Winchester Old (42) ~ First published in Thomas Este's Psalter 1592 
Descant by Alan Gray (1855-1935) Nahum Tate (1652-1715) 
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Sit 
 
Choir: Sing lullaby – Richard Shephard (1949-2021) 
 
The Eighth Lesson: Matthew 2.1-11 
read by Admiral Sir Trevor Soar OBE KCB DL, Chairman, Chatham Historic 
Dockyard Trust 
 

The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus 
 
 
Jubilate Brass: Carol Fantasy ~ John Iveson 
 
Stand 
 
 

Carol 
 
1 Hark! the herald angels sing 
   Glory to the new-born King; 
   Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
   God and sinners reconciled: 
   Joyful all ye nations rise, 
   Join the triumph of the skies, 
   With the angelic host proclaim, 
   Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
      Hark! the herald angels sing 
      Glory to the new-born King. 
 

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! 
   Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
   Light and life to all he brings, 
   Risen with healing in his wings; 
   Mild he lays his glory by, 
   Born that man no more may die, 
   Born to raise the sons of earth, 
   Born to give them second birth: 
      Hark! the herald angels sing 
      Glory to the new-born King. 

 

Mendelssohn ~ Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) Charles Wesley (1707-1788) and others 
arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
   Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
   Late in time behold him come 
   Offspring of a Virgin's womb! 
   Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
   Hail the incarnate Deity! 
   Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
   Jesus, our Emmanuel: 
      Hark! the herald angels sing 
      Glory to the new-born King. 
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Remain standing 
 
The Ninth Lesson: John 1.1-14 
read by the Reverend Canon Dr Gordon Giles, Canon Chancellor 
of Rochester Cathedral 
 

St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation 
 
Sit 
 
Christmas Address 
by the Reverend Canon Dr Gordon Giles, Canon Chancellor of Rochester 
Cathedral 
 
Stand 
 

 
Carol 
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
   Joyful and triumphant, 
   O come ye,  
      O come ye to Bethlehem; 
   Come and behold him 
   Born the King of Angels: 
      O come, let us adore him, 
      O come, let us adore him, 
      O come, let us adore him,  
      Christ the Lord. 
 

2 God of God, 
   Light of Light, 
   Lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 
   Very God, 
   Begotten, not created: 
      O come, let us adore him, 
      O come, let us adore him, 
      O come, let us adore him,  
      Christ the Lord. 

   

Adeste Fideles ~ J.F. Wade (1711-1786) Latin, 18th century 
arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015) tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) 

3 Child, for us sinners 
   Poor and in the manger, 
   Fain we embrace thee,  
      with awe and love; 
   Who would not love thee, 
   Loving us so dearly? 
      O come, let us adore him, 
      O come, let us adore him, 
      O come, let us adore him,  
      Christ the Lord. 
  

4 Sing, choirs of Angels, 
   Sing in exultation, 
   Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
   Glory to God 
   In the Highest: 
      O come, let us adore him, 
      O come, let us adore him, 
      O come, let us adore him,  
      Christ the Lord. 
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Remain standing 
 
 
The Blessing 
 
  May the joy of the angels, 

the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ-child 
be yours this Christmas. 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 
 
Remain standing as the choir exit and Jubilate Brass play 
 
 
 
 

There will be a retiring collection in the aid of  
the ongoing preservation of our historic ships 

 


